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100% by 2050: that’s our climate action goal and timeline. 
Ithaca College has developed an ambitious plan to take our 
annual emissions from their current level - measured at just 
under 33,000 metric tons of CO2 equivalents (MTCDE) - to 
zero by mid-century. This means we need to “lighten our car-
bon footprint” by 2.5% a year - just  shy of a ton of CO2e a 
year - for the next four decades. That’s not an easy task, 
given that 3/4s of our carbon impact is from heating and 
lighting our campus buildings and powering the equipment 
needed to conduct our business. The other 25% is mainly 
from the impact of employees and students coming to cam-
pus for work or class. It’s not as if we can simply stop doing 
those things… The Presidents Climate Commitment Committee, led by chair Carl Sgrecci, 
Vice President for Finance and Administration, spent more than a year developing a broad-
based plan of attack focusing on energy efficiency, building upgrades, policy changes, and en-
gaging our campus community to better manage our energy and resource use. Now that our 
Climate Action Plan is approved by the Board of Trustees, implementation teams focusing on 
academics, transportation,  facilities, and community engagement will begin their work to en-
act those recommendations. It has been famously said that “It takes a village to raise a child”. 
It’s going to require our collective impacts - get it? - for Ithaca College to achieve our approved 
climate action goals. So, let’s all get crackin’… we’ve only got 40 years!! 
Campus Sustainability Day (CSD) was the brainchild of the Soci-
ety for College and University Planning which envisioned a Fall 
semester observance of campus sustainability, similar to the Earth 
Day celebration each Spring. This year’s CSD is officially on 
Wednesday, October 21, but we are celebrating campus—and 
community– sustainability all month long with various activities. 
Here’s what we know about at press time: 
Oct. 6:   Sustainability Café: “Journalism in an Age of Ecological Crisis”- CNS 112  4:00PM 
 
               Tuesday Salon: “Reclaiming Sustainability” - Handwerker Gallery  4:00PM 
Oct. 13: Sustainability Café: “Post IC, What Should I Do Next?!” - CNS 112  4:00PM 
Oct. 16-Sun. Oct. 18: Finger Lakes Bioneers conference   various campus locations  (all day) 
Oct. 18:  350 International Day of Action—350 photo  - The Commons downtown  12:30PM 
Oct. 20:  Sustainability Café: “Striving Towards Zero Waste” - CNS 112  4:00PM 
                Dining Services Green Party  Tower Dining Hall  8:00PM-12:00AM 
Oct. 23:  Day of Action “Ghost Walk” and 350 photo - Campus Ctr/Fitness Ctr Quad  12:00PM 
Oct. 24:  Make a Difference Day - community volunteer activities 
                various shifts  check with Center for Leadership and Involvement 
Oct. 27:  Sustainability Café: “Challenges to energy and environ 
                mental policy reform ” - CNS 112  4:00PM 
Watch for announcements of other activities on Intercom! 
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Inspiring Change for our whole community 
Ithaca College’s Climate Action Plan Approved by the Board 
Campus Sustainability Observances in October  
out of a possible 99 points. That 
was our Green Rating score this 
year from the Princeton Review 
survey of the “environmental  
friendliness” of our campus for 
review by prospective students.   




Student teams in the two sections of 
“Sustainability Principles and Practices”, being 
taught by anthropology lecturer Paula Turkon 
and EcoVillage educator Karryn Olson-
Ramanujan, are working on projects related to 
campus sustainability. Marian Brown pre-
sented to a joint class session on the Climate 
Action Plan, and, with dining services intern 
and teaching assistant Stephanie Piech ‘10, 
presented on student engagement in campus 
sustainability efforts, especially in dining. 
A student team in Writing pro-
fessor Patricia Spencer’s grant-
writing class are working with 
us to develop a proposal to so-
licit external funding for a campus Sustainabil-
ity Hub to coordinate activities. 
Sustainable Enterprise Experts Return to Ithaca 
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In August, Ithaca College announced the crea-
tion of the Department of Environmental 
Studies and Science, which will house its de-
gree programs in environmental studies and 
environmental science. The designation of the 
new academic department acknowledges the 
importance of these majors in the priorities of the college and 
the role they will play in the future of the School of Humanities 
and Sciences, within which the department is located. 
  The college began offering the environmental studies major in 
1998 and environmental science major in 2005. Both programs 
— which lead to a bachelor of arts degree — have grown tre-
mendously, with nearly 100 students currently enrolled in one 
of the two. That growth is expected to continue as the concept 
of sustainability becomes increasingly important and increas-
ingly appealing to students. 
  “There’s a palpable energy and vitality that characterize our 
educational programs in environmental studies and environ-
mental science,” says Leslie Lewis, dean of the School of Hu-
manities and Sciences. “It’s no wonder we’re bursting at the 
seams with numbers of students. This level of interest is terrific, 
and contributes to our standing at the forefront of sustainability 
initiatives.” Dr. Susan Allen-Gil was named department chair. 
 Get “Spotted”! Reuse your beverage mug for refills of soda or coffee in retail operations on campus and 
  you may be handed a “Spotted” card to reward you with a free refill for your effort to minimize waste. 
New Environmental Department 
In September, Jean and Ed Stead, faculty at East Tennessee 
State University and co-authors of “Management for a 
Small Planet” returned to Ithaca College for a series of pres-
entations, class visits and curriculum workshops. Along 
with offering a Sustainability Café looking at sustainable 
business trends, the Steads and interim dean of the School 
of Business Mark Cordano presented to the local Sustainable Enterprise Network 
at a special event at the Tower Club, offering guidance for growing and effectively 
marketing “green” businesses. The Steads first visited Ithaca in 2005—they re-
marked very favorably on our visible efforts to integrate campus sustainability.  
Students in the “International Envi-
ronmental Policy” class, led by Susan 
Allen-Gil in Environmental Studies 
and Science, are preparing to travel to 
Copenhagen in December for the 
United Nations  Climate Change conference. 
Ithaca College maintains permanent non-
governmental observer status, enabling us to 
attend this conference where global climate 
change treaties are negotiated. This marks the 
fifth year we have sent delegates to a Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP). The class has pro-
posed a “side event” to conduct a daily global 
poll on a given issue. Using social media net-
works, the students aim to receive more than a 
million responses, with the results made avail-
able to the voting delegates and the media.     
Students Learn By Doing 
The Commit-to-Change Scholar-in-Residence 
program provided funding for two of the key-
note speakers to the first local “Bioneers” con-
ference at IC.  Dorothy Cotton was the Education Director for the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference for twelve years under 
the direct supervision of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Dorothy 
served as the Vice President for Field Operations for the Dr. 
M.L.K. Jr. Center for Nonviolent Social Change in Atlanta. Ms. 
Cotton will speak to what the lessons from the Civil Rights move-
ment can teach the contemporary sustainability movement.  
 
Omar Freilla’s family, émigrés from the Dominican Republic who 
settled in the Bronx, were firsthand witnesses to the deterioration 
and burning of the Bronx in the 60s. While earning his Master’s of 
Environmental Science in Resource Analysis and Ecological An-
thropology, he first heard the term “environmental racism.” Omar 
founded the Green Worker Cooperatives 
(GWC) which foster environmental and 
economic justice by developing worker-
owned and environmentally-friendly 
businesses in low-income communities. 
“Commit-to-Change” supports Bioneers  
At the combined Greening of the Campus and 
AASHE conferences, Susan Allen-Gil, Environ-
mental Studies, and Susan Swensen, Biology, 
organized and participated in a panel discussion 
with representatives from six other institutions to 
compare and contrast their sustainability aca-
demic programs. Stephanie Piech ’10, dining 
intern, presented a popular ses-
sion on sustainability in dining 
services from her perspective.  
IC at AASHE 
Vanpool is Rolling into Ithaca 
Facilities electricians are experimenting with 
Light-Emitting Diodes (LEDs) for various light-
ing applications. The bulbs in most exit signs are 
LEDs. New LEDs provide the changing color 
wash on Dillingham Center at night. In the Cen-
tral Services building lunchroom, electricians are 
testing LED ceiling fixtures. LEDs are a promis-
ing “leapfrog” lighting technology—they can 
consume 85% less energy than incandescents and 
50% less electricity than fluorescent lights and 
have no hazardous chemicals impacting disposal.  
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LED-ing by Example   
Next Generations, our vending 
contractor, is replacing older 
cold beverage machines with 
new Energy Star II compliant 
equipment that use 50% less 
energy.   
Following through on 
one recommendations 
of the dining services 
energy audit, the Ter-
race dining hall exhaust 
hood fans were up-
graded this summer 
with controllers that automatically regu-
late the amount of ventilation needed 
based upon the amount of heat and 
steam from cooking. It is estimated that 
this new system will save us thousands 
of dollars each year in electricity, heating 
and cooling reductions. 
Ground was broken 
on the Athletics and 
Events Center this 
summer. The project 
aims to exceed LEED 
Silver certification.  
Facilities Services is using the ActiveIon™ 
cleaning system in Terrace 13 to clean 
and sanitize walls, floors, coun-
tertops, windows, mirrors and 
fixtures. The process uses a 
battery to ionically charge tap-
water so it magnetically attracts 
and lifts dirt from the surface so 
it can be easily wiped away.  
All time reporting for hourly employees 
and student workers is now 
done online, eliminating thou-
sands of three-part NCR forms.  
Ever since the Park Center for Business and Sustainable Enterprise achieved its LEED 
Platinum rating last year, we have fielded numerous requests for tours to discover what 
makes this high-performance sustainably-designed facility so special. And now that the 
Peggy Ryan Williams Center has been opened—and is on track to achieve LEED 
Platinum certification as well—there is even more interest from off-campus groups to 
tour these two “green buildings”. Student guides have been specially trained to lead 
these tours. New this year for the Ithaca Green Buildings Open House, evening presen-
tations on green building topics were offered in one of the Park Center classrooms; 
several dozen attendees seized the opportunity to get a guided tour of the sustainable 
features of that facility. Student guides led 
similar “green” tours of the Williams Center 
during the formal dedication of that building 
on October 8th. The Twin Tiers Chapter of the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air Conditioning (ASHRAE) got a be-
hind-the-scenes tour led by the designer of the 
geothermal heat-pump system in the Williams 
Center in September.        (photo credit: Adam Baker) 
LEED-ing “Green Building” Tours   
3  
Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit (TCAT) has subcontracted 
with VPSI Inc. to roll out a new community transportation service: 
vanpooling. A vanpool is a group of 5-14 people sharing a ride in a 
commuter van provided by VPSI. IC is incenting eligible employ-
ees to vanpool with $20 monthly subsidies, 10-ride TCAT passes, 
Ithaca Carshare memberships, 
and a guaranteed ride home in 
the event of an emergency. For 
more information, contact VPSI 
at 1-800-VANRIDE (800-826-7433) 
or go to www.vanride.com. 
Change is inevitable.  Growth is optional.  Positive growth is intentional.  




Watch for “Green Thumbs-Up” 
citations in the Kudos section of 
Intercom. Make sure we know 
about YOUR new innovations or 
activities that support campus 
sustainability. You could earn a “Green 
Thumbs-Up”! Read archived versions of 
each citation on our webpage under  
Community Outreach.  
  
Check out FUSE for articles on campus 








View campus building energy use :  




We arranged with Cooperative Extension 
of Tompkins County to make available 
their “Energy Savings in the Home” CDs. 
The CD is packed with low– or no-cost tips 
to save energy. Pick up your free CD at the 
Human Resources reception desk in the 
PR Williams Center. 
  
IC Natural Lands has launched a volunteer 
Land Stewards program for the South Hill 
Natural area. Each steward will monitor a 
parcel of South Hill and report on any 
changes. To volunteer, check out 
www.ithaca.edu/naturallands 
 
Michael Smith, history, was named to the 
Committee on Sustainability of the Ameri-
can Society for Environmental History. 
 
The new Slow Food IC organization kicked 
off with a screening of the film “King 
Corn” in September. 
 
IC maintains an institutional membership 
in the Association for the Advancement of 
Sustainability in Higher Education. All 
members of our community can access to 
AASHEs helpful resources for curriculum, 
operations and student organizations.  
To register, go to www.aashe.org 
What’s with all these grades? That’s a good question. 
On the front page, you see that we scored very well 
with the Princeton Review Green Rating system. The 
Sustainable Endowments Institute Sustainable Cam-
pus rating system gave us a B+ this year—up from a B– last year. 
SEI does note that Ithaca College is a Campus Sustainability 
Leader as denoted by the Association for the Advancement of Sus-
tainability in Higher Education (AASHE). In the SEI ratings, we 
received an A in most of the areas of campus sustainability that we 
value (Administration, Climate Change & Energy, Food & Recy-
cling, Green Building, and Student Involvement). We are still puz-
zling over their B score for our Transportation efforts. As we fully 
expected, the Sustainable Endowments Institute “dinged” us with C 
ratings in those areas where we diverge from their preferences for 
endowment management practices. The Sierra Cool Schools rating 
gave us a B overall, which also puzzled us. We still haven’t seen the 
results of the KIWI Green College survey or the Peterson’s Guide, 
both of which solicited survey data on our “greenness” as an aid to 
prospective student families. A word to the wise: while we all like a 
public “pat on the back”, in studying how we stack up on such rating 
systems, it’s important to know what’s being measured and why. 
While these rating systems can provide valuable insights into what 
other campuses are doing to become more sustainable, at the end of 
the day, it’s more important that we chart our progress against our 
own sustainability goals and objectives.  
Check out Tristan Fowler’s blog called 
EcoDump, for his unique take on campus 
and community sustainability efforts. 
http://theithacan.org/blogs/ecodump/ 
Sandra Steingraber, environmental toxicologist, 
author of “Living Downstream: An Ecologist Looks at 
Cancer and the Environment”, and Distinguished 
Visiting Scholar at Ithaca College, was a featured 
participant in a recent Cancer and Environment 
forum, sponsored by the Program on Breast Can-
cer and Environmental Risk Factors at Cornell. 
Steingraber spoke about evidence that links at 
least 35 air pollutants to breast cancer, most of these toxins created 
through the burning of coal and petroleum products. One emergent 
hazard is the environmental release of polycyclic aromatic hydro-
carbons (PAHs) generated during shale drilling to access natural 
gas. Steingraber, a featured columnist for Orion magazine, presented 
a Sustainability Café talk on October 6th.  Having seen reportage 
from both sides - as an interviewer and interviewee – she explored 
the manner in which the media report environmental stories – and 
the troubling ways in which environmental issues are too often dis-
connected from journalism. She also discussed her experience work-
ing with a film crew creating the documentary film version of Living 
Downstream, slated for release next spring.  
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Sarah Brylinsky, Ithaca’s former sustainability 
intern who graduated in December ‘08, immedi-
ately walked into a new position as the Sustain-
ability Education Coordinator for Dickinson Col-
lege. We have noted that, largely through Sarah’s 
dedicated efforts to engage that campus commu-
nity, Dickinson College has quickly emerged as a leader ac-
cording to some of the same campus sustainability rating 
programs in which we participate. We’d like to think we had 
something to do with getting Sarah ready to lead that effort at 
Dickinson. We also note that Sarah is a featured panelist for 
the annual SCUP webcast for Campus Sustainability Day 7, 
speaking on “Sustainability Strategies for Vibrant Campus 
Communities.” Sarah is working with Susan Allen-Gil to pre-
pare Dickinson students to join our IC delegation at the 
UNFCC conference in Copenhagen. (see pg 2) You GO, girl!  
 We’re on the Web! 
A pdf version of this newsletter can be downloaded from the  
Sustainability at Ithaca website at  
www.ithaca.edu/sustainability 
This newsletter has been produced on recycled paper. 
Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit (TCAT) is holding the 
line on student bus pass rates for 2009-10. Purchase TCAT 
bus passes at the Bookstore. The College underwrites about 
30% of the price of these student passes.  
 10-ride pass: $10.50   
 Unlimited monthly pass: $31.50   
 Unlimited semester pass: $120.00 
We maintain an active sustainability list-serve to 
advise members about campus and community 
events and activities of interest, and to facilitate 
discussion among members about sustainability 
topics. Our listserve is open to any and all mem-
bers of the Ithaca College community.  To join 
our “sustainability friends” listserve, simply send an email to: 
majordomo@lists.ithaca.edu with the following text in the body 
of the message: subscribe sustainability 
Tune in to the “Your Impact” radio program each Sun-
day at 4:40PM on WICB (91.7 FM). Story ideas and 
production assistance are welcomed. Contact the show 
producers at yourimpact@hotmail.com 
Ithaca Carshare is offering special student rates on a limited 
time basis. Semester plans are good through December 31st.! 
There is a $15 one-time application fee, and two membership 
levels are available: 
“Just In Case” plan: $20 membership; 
$15 in free driving credit; $7.95/hour 
charge; 20¢/mile 
“It’s My Car” plan: $70 membership; 
$75 in free driving credit; $4.95/hour 
charge; 20¢/mile 
Faculty and staff members receive $50 in free driving credit. 
For more information: www.ithacacarshare.org 
Environmental Expert Speaks Out 
News Briefs 
 
Marian Brown is an invited panelist for the “Women and Sus-
tainability” conference at the University of Rochester.  
 
Brown presented on the College’s Climate Action Plan (CAP) 
for the Tompkins County Climate Protection Initiative and is a 
co-presenter along with Cornell and Onondaga Community Col-
lege on their respective CAPs at the Bioneers conference.  
 
Looking to get involved? Check out these student organizations: 
                  Ithaca College Environmental Society     
       S        Business Sustainability Ambassadors, Nutrition Club, 
                  Park Sustainability Club, Slow Food organization, 
           and many other organizations at:  www.ithaca/csli 
? 
